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IN A BID TO REDUCE DROWNINGS,

 CHINA ADOPTS BRITISH ‘LEARN TO SWIM’ STANDARDS 

 

 

The People’s Republic of China, the world’s most populous nation, has joined the International Federation Swimming Teachers’ Association (IFSTA), the international arm of the UK’s Swimming Teachers’ Association (STA).

 

The signing ceremony took place at the Beijing Sports University, China’s premier university dedicated to training athletes, on 25th May 2004. Representing the IFSTA was Mrs Lee Robinson (President) and Mr Roger Millward (Chief Executive); Mr Jin Zhu, Director of Mass Sports Development at Beijing University and Deputy Secretary General of the China Swimming Association represented China.

 

The signing ceremony was also attended by senior officials from Beijing University, members of the IFSTA from Hong Kong and Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) and senior swimming instructors from all provinces in China. Following the signing Roger Millward gave a paper on drowning statistics worldwide and how implementation of measures recommended by the World Health Organisation (WHO) could reduce deaths by drowning; Lee Robinson gave a paper on introducing young babies to aquatic activities.

 

Roger referred to the latest statistics (2002) from the WHO which show that China has a very high incidence of death by drowning (10.2 per 100,000 of population) this compares with the average worldwide of 6.8 per 100,000 and the U.K. rate of 0.8 per 100,000. 

 

Roger Millward said: “We are delighted that the China Swimming Association has joined the IFSTA, they are committed to reducing the horrific number of deaths by drowning and will be using the IFSTA programmes, developed by STA in the UK to help to achieve this. They recognise the importance of swimming and water safety education and have separated this from competition swimming; the STA believe this is the best way forward for water safety in all countries; unfortunately this is not the case in the UK.

 

“Furthermore, we are excited at the prospect of making a real impact on saving lives in China. In 2000, the number of drowning deaths in China was 129,000.  If we could reduce this rate per 100,000 to the world average we would save 43,000 lives in China each year.”

 

“As a comparison - In 1917 the UK’s drowning statistics were similar to the world average today (6.6 per 100,000) and now 80 plus years later that figure has been dramatically reduced to 0.8 per 100,000.   This has been achieved through EDUCATION.  By becoming a member of the IFSTA, China is now on its way to achieving the same results,” Mr Millward concludes.

 

Mr Jin Zhi added “We are committed to reducing the very high number of deaths by drowning in China. We have looked at a number of programmes worldwide and after investigation we have concluded that the IFSTA programmes are the best. We have seen the reduction in deaths by drowning in the UK and seen the beneficial effect in Hong Kong of the adoption of the same programmes since Hong Kong became a member of the IFSTA some 25 years ago.

 

The STA aims to promote water safety and protect those at risk in China through a programme of training swimming teachers, training lifeguards a programme of parental education and by influencing authorities to make the environment safer by the creation of water barriers in areas of potential risk such as rural ponds, construction ditches and flood areas.   In addition, the training of the general public in resuscitation techniques will increase the survival prospects of paediatric drowning victims.

  

The IFSTA is a non profit making association dedicated to reducing deaths by drowning by improving standards in teaching swimming, life saving and other survival techniques. Created over 25 years ago, the body now has members across the globe 

 

<Ends>

 

 
Editors Notes

The Swimming Teachers’ Association (STA) is an international education charity that is “dedicated to the preservation of human life by the teaching of swimming, lifesaving and survival techniques".  The STA has over 5,000 members and is the only awarding body to have Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) approval for both its NARS Lifeguarding / Lifesaving and First Aid awards, and Swimming Teaching Certificates.  For further information visit www.sta.co.uk
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