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STA FORGE A STRONGER PARTNERSHIP WITH ILAM

The Swimming Teachers’ Association (STA) is forging a stronger partnership with the Institute of Leisure and Amenity Management (ILAM) through support of its new STAmark accreditation, which has been launched specifically for UK Swim Schools.  The STAmark will be the only nationally recognised quality mark that externally validates and recognises safe practices and standards in Swim Schools.  

This support will further cement the STA and ILAM’s long working relationship which first began several years ago when the two organisations, along with the SLSA developed the NARS group of life saving and lifeguarding qualifications.  Today NARS is QCA approved and is the UK’s leading lifeguard programme with numbers for Pool Lifeguard and Pool Attendant qualifications continuing to increase significantly year on year.  

ILAM is the professional body for the leisure industry and represents the interests of leisure managers across all sectors and specialisms of leisure.  Its Chief Executive, Andy Worthington, said: “ILAM has a good relationship with STA and NARS.  We look forward to a great future by working together to improve standards and save lives, and we hope that the STAmark is the first of many programmes and initiatives that we work on together with the STA as partners.”

STAmark has been developed as a Quality Award to help Swim Schools to improve the quality of service standards and to recognise good industry practice.  The Award has been designed to support continuous improvement and is underpinned by a series of key principles including a framework for sustaining continuous improvement, recognition of good industry practice, self-assessment as a ‘tool’ for service improvement and a sector specific standard leading to industry endorsement of the Swim School.  The award is open to all Swim Schools that are managed and operated throughout the UK; it can also be adapted for swimming clubs and other swimming situations.

Whilst developing the STAmark, operators of SwimSchools also questioned the STA on how they can be represented as a professional ‘group’.   In response, the STA has created the National Federation of Swimschools (NFS).  This is the first official organisation that is solely dedicated to representing Swimschools in the UK.  The NFS will be incorporated as a separate, self-governing body within the STA, and there will be two classes of membership.  Full members will hold the STAmark, and Associate Members will be working towards achieving the standard.  

Roger Millward, the Chief Executive of the STA explains  “In the UK there currently are no national guidelines and/or standards that ensure independent SwimSchools are operating ethically.  Furthermore there is currently no single organisation that provides basic advice and guidance on how to set up a SwimSchool or that provides networking opportunities.   We hope the NFS will provide this forum.”

 

The markets that SwimSchools operate cover a wide and diverse sector ranging from local School Pools (Private Sector & LEA), Local Authority facilities, Hotels, Private Health and Fitness Clubs, Holiday Sites (UK and Europe), Universities and Privately owned and managed Pools.  

“I believe that the STA in partnership with ILAM, which is the leading body that represents the leisure industry, have a real opportunity to create a framework that will support and raise standards within this particular unregulated sector.   Mr Millward concludes.  

The STA in recent years has grown considerably and are one of a few organisations within the leisure industry that is experiencing increasing membership and a rise in the number of courses currently being delivered and awarded throughout the UK.   

For further information on the STAmark or National Federation of SwimSchools, please contact the Swimming Teachers’ Association on 01922 645097, or email sta@sta.co.uk 
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